
 

 

 
Please send items for the 

May issue to  
editor@fairfordu3a.org.uk 

by 17 April 
(Sarah Bottomley) 

 

April     

Friday 1 Ballroom, Crtv Wtg, Poetry 1 &2 

Monday 4 Bridge, French, Italian, Sh Tennis 

Tuesday 5 MAIN MTG AND AGM, Computers, Keep Fit, Pétanque 

Wednesday 6 Pétanque, N'work, Quilting, Tble Ten 1 

Thursday 7 Latin, Mah Jong, Models, Trad Jazz, Scrabble 

Friday 8 Crtv Wtg, Tble Ten 2 

Monday 11 Bridge, French, Italian, Sh Tennis, Yoga 

Tuesday 12 Book Cir 1&2, Computers, Keep Fit, Pétanque, Spanish 

Wednesday 13 Geology, Pétanque, Tble Ten 1, Walking & PL 

Thursday 14 Models, Rummikub 

Friday 15 Ballroom, Crtv Wtg, Recorders, Tble Ten 2 

Monday 18 Bridge, French, Italian, Sh Tennis, Yoga 

Tuesday 19 Birdwatching, Computers, Keep Fit, Pétanque, Postcards 

Wednesday 20 5 Rhythms, Fam Hist, Pétanque, Tble Ten 1, N'work 

Thursday 21 Mah Jong, Models 

Friday 22 VISIT TO ST FAGANS, Tble Ten 2 

Monday 25 Bridge, French, Italian, Sh Tennis, Yoga 

Tuesday 26 Computers, Keep Fit,  Pétanque, Spanish, Striders 

Wednesday 27  Pétanque, Tble Ten 1 

Thursday 28 Cycling & PL, Models, Photography 

Friday 29 Ballroom, Crtv Wtg, Recorders, Tble Ten 2, Strollers 

May     

Monday 2 SPRING BANK HOLIDAY* 

Tuesday 3 MAIN MTG, Computers, Keep Fit, Pétanque 

Wednesday 4 Pétanque, Tble Ten 1 

Thursday 5 Latin, Models 

Friday 6 Ballroom, Crtv Wtg, Poetry 1 & 2, Tble Ten 2 

      

    *Contact Group Leader for information if necessary 
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This month’s editor:  

Marilyn Gibbon 

Today, Tuesday 5 April 

AGM  

and 

Andy Smith:  One Song Per Decade 

 

 
 
 

 
Tea Rota  

 
3 May:  Advanced French 

7 June:  French Intermediate 
5 July:  Garden Group 

 

 General Meetings 
Palmer Hall,  2.30pm 

 

Forthcoming Events 2016 

3 May:  Tim Healey:  Sex, Drink and Death in the17th 

Century— A very popular talk! 

7 June:  A History Of Al Qaeda: Janet Jarvis gives us 

an overview on this terrorist organisation 

5 July:  My Family and Other Setbacks:  Author Mel 

Rees regales us with amusing tales of family life 

Photo Album 
 

If you have any interesting 
photographs of U3A activities, 
please pass them to Ann 
Wightman (01285 712723) for 
inclusion in the album. 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

An Overview of the Year 
 
It's been a busy year since I took over from Reg. Membership has 
grown steadily with new groups being added such as Ballroom 
Dancing, Boccia, Creative Writing, Anglo-Saxon Poetry, Mah Jong 
and second groups in Pétanque and Table Tennis. Thanks to 
everyone leading a group in our U3A. 
 
We have also had a number of social activities taking place. Our 
20th Anniversary celebration at Bowmoor lake was a lovely day 
and was reported in the National U3A magazine last month. Our 
thanks to Marilyn Gibbon and Ian Westlake for making this happen 
and to Barry Aylett-Warner for the Aunt Sally, Mary Sawyer for 
organising and part funding the beautiful cake and Joyce Deane 
for cutting it on the day. 
 
We also had a trip to Oxford to participate in a walking tour and a  
lovely Christmas Dinner at Colloseo, both organised by Marilyn. 
Marilyn has been at the forefront of trip organisation even though 
this is not in her remit and I would especially like to thank her for 
all she does.  Next up is a trip to St Fagan's on 22 April which is 
now full.  If I have not contacted you, you are on the trip and your 
cheque will now be cashed. 
 
Michael Yorke, Lilian Pooley and I have also attended a Cotswold 
Link meeting and I have been our representative on the Palmer 
Hall committee this year. 
 
Whilst I thank all committee members for their input, without 
which we cannot function, I would also like to highlight the work 
of the Newsletter production team. Firstly our editors, Don Cobbett 
who is sadly stepping down, Marilyn Gibbon, Sarah Bottomley and 
Alan Eagle. We would like to recruit another member to share the 
excellent work this team does. 
 
Thanks, too, to the production team, led by Michael Yorke who is 
also our very efficient Secretary and to Heather and David Baber  
and Jen and Reg Thoburn who do sterling work each month 
printing and collating the newsletter. Also to Lilian and Chris 
Pooley who have stepped in when others cannot make it. 

 
 

Continued ….  
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Chairman’s Report—continued 
 
The more of you who ask to receive the newsletter online, the less 
work for all of these people so please consider it. On that note, we 
will no longer be sending an email out each month to tell you that 
the Newsletter has been uploaded. This will be done during the 
first week of the month and usually on the 1st or 2nd. So just go 
online when you are ready to access it. 
 
My thanks also to Jackie Ephgrave, our Treasurer who has coped 
with everything thrown at her in a very busy year and to our new 
Membership Secretary Sue Jonson who has just emerged from 
renewal month! Also thanks to Doug Crowley who has stepped up 
to Webmaster after the resignation of Nick Humphris who is also 
stepping down from Hall Manager this year after serving on the 
committee for many years. Thanks too, to Keith Evans who 
stepped into the breach as Vice Chairman last year. Without a Vice 
Chairman we cannot legally exist so that our future would have 
been in jeopardy. He has, though, never intended to take over as 
Chairman, so we would like to train another member up for that 
post in two years’ time. Finally a thank you to Lilian Pooley who is 
stepping out for a while from her post as Group Co-ordinator and 
to Marion Lloyd who has agreed to step in for the time being; 
welcome. 
 
We now have in the region of 400 members and run 46 interest 
and activity groups. 
 
Jan Mills:   01285 850384 

 
 
 
 
 

Roy and Joan Bird 
Gill Compton 

Jacqueline Cockram 
Cheryl and David Knight 

Tessa Hawkins 
Gwen and William Mouncey 

James Norton 
 

 
 
 

Glenda O’Conner 
Michael Rock 

Margaret Snuggs 
Elaine Tuck 

 
The renewal period is now 
closed. If you wish to rejoin 

please contact the Membership 
Secretary on 01285 713756/ 
sue.jonson@hotmail.co.uk 
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WE NEED HELP 
 
Fairford and District U3A need you to volunteer to help run 
this amazing organisation. This past year we have had 
several vacancies and despite pleas in the Newsletter and at 
the monthly meetings we have only managed to fill most of 
them by approaching people personally. We have in the 
region of 400 members who seem to enjoy the monthly 
meetings and various groups but finding 13 people to be on 
the running committee has been really hard. Please look at 
yourself and see if you COULD actually give up a little time 
each month to help. 
 

We are in need of a Hall Manager, Assistant Webmaster and 
two posts without portfolio, one of which could be an 
additional Vice Chairman to move up to Chairman in two 
years’ time. If you need to know more you can speak to me 
or any other committee member about the role before you 
commit. 
 

Our organisation does not run itself and without members 
putting something back by helping to run it its future could 
be in jeopardy. We are all busy, but that is not a reason to 
leave it to someone else. 
 
Jan Mills:  01285 850384 

Brideshead Revisited—Cancellation 
 
Unfortunately, due to lack of interest I have had to cancel this 
theatre visit as the cost of the coach is not viable when shared 
between the numbers of those wishing to go.  Sorry for any 
disappointment. 
 
Marilyn Gibbon 

mailto:sue.jonson@hotmail.co.uk


 

 
Fairford U3A March 2016 

 
In her talk ‘A Peck, a Gill and a Firkin’ Nadine Carr drilled us all in 
the art of being a Victorian housekeeper in a wealthy household. 
This was a well-paid position (£50 per annum compared with a 
scullery maid’s £5); only the butler earned more. The job involved 
a lot of responsibility such as keeping the accounts, ensuring there 
was enough linen as well as household provisions and hiring maids, 
possibly even some of the manservants too. After the hiring came 
the training about clothing, cleanliness, obedience and discipline. 
The last required servants to make a small curtsey or bow to the 
mistress, to move about the house with eyes cast down, do their 
work unobtrusively and to keep their hands by their sides when 
standing and waiting. 
 
Usually the housekeeper was middle-aged with enough experience 
to be the soul of discretion, even to the extent of ‘covering’ for an 
inadequate or wayward mistress. She would have short bobbed 
hair or a bun, clothes of subtle colours and little or no jewellery - 
except for a watch of some kind because the house must run like 
clockwork. She wore a chatelaine and NEVER parted with her keys. 
She was always addressed as ‘Mrs’ and had her own bedroom and 
parlour, which perhaps would compensate for the fact that she 
spent her days knowing ‘the buck stops here’ ! 
 
Sylvia Jones 

   COTSWOLD  LINK 

Language Study DayLanguage Study DayLanguage Study Day   
Saturday, 7 May 2016 

 
Prince Henry’s School, Victoria Avenue, Evesham, 

WR11 4QH 
(as detailed in last month’s newsletter) 

 
If you would like to go, please find details and an 

application form at the back of this April Newsletter 
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The Committee as from the AGM will be 
 

Chair Jan Mills 
 

Vice Chair Keith Evans 
 

Secretary Michael Yorke 
 

Treasurer Jackie Ephgrave 
 

Membership Secretary Sue Jonson 
 

Programme Secretary Marilyn Gibbon 
 

Webmaster Doug Crowley 
 

Group Co-Ordinator Marion Lloyd 
 

Assistant Webmaster, Hall Manager, second Vice 
Chair and one position without portfolio. are all 

vacant. 
 

This is assuming they are voted in at the AGM 

U3A Matters—April 
 
Due to new Health and Safety Regulations which take effect at the 
end of the month, all members who participate in groups which 
require physical activity (ie table tennis, walking groups) will need 
to pass a fitness test. 
 
A list of dates on which these tests will be carried out will be 
circulated shortly to all relevant Group Leaders who will notify the 
members of their respective groups. 
 
Retired local Drill Sergeant Pril Loofa has kindly agreed to supervise 
these tests. 
 
Further information, please contact Marilyn Gibbon and Alan 
Topham on 01285 713928. 
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GROUP EVENTS 

Please contact the group leaders if you are interested in joining 
any of the groups or visit www.fairfordu3a.org.uk for further 
information. 

Birdwatching 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 19 April 
 

At this time of year our spring migrants should be arriving in force.  
We shall try again this year to find ring ouzels and wheatears, 
either at Cleeve Hill near Cheltenham or Liddington Hill near 
Swindon.  
 
If ring ouzels have not been reported at either of these locations 
we shall go elsewhere.  We shall have lunch before returning 
home.  Meet in the Fairford car park at 9 o’clock.  
 
Richard Morgan 
01285 712085  

 Ballroom Dancing 
 
 
Fridays 1, 15  and 29 April 
 
We meet at the Palmer Hall from 7.00pm to 
8.00pm, with instructor Joanne and her partner 
Mark. 
 
Why not join our friendly group? It is a great way 
to keep fit! 
 
Beginners’ Level:  Future dates for your diary 6 and 13 May 
 
Ann Wightman 01285 712723 
wightmanann@gmail.com 
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Book Circle 1 
 
Tuesday 12 April 
 
We meet at Pauline’s to discuss Scoop by Evelyn Waugh.  Please let 
one of us know if you are unable to come. 
 
Sheila Morgan     01285 810471 
Barbara Cobbett  01285 712692 

Book Circle 2 
 

Tuesday 12 April 
 
We meet in April at Lyn's home to discuss Alice Walker's  
Possessing the Secret of Joy. Our choice of reading for May is the 
work of Katherine Mansfield. 
 
If you are interested in joining us, you would be most welcome. 
Please contact us. 
 
Ian and Rosemary Westlake 
01285 712329 
idrwestlake@gmail.com 

Bridge Improvers 
Mondays   
 
Do you play bridge?  
 
The group meets every Monday afternoon (except Bank Holidays) 
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in the Heritage room, Fairford Community 
Centre.  We are a friendly and informal group, not suitable for 
beginners but for anyone with some knowledge of the game who 
wants to improve.   
 
At present we are looking at bidding for strong hands. We enjoy 
making mistakes and learning together.  All players welcome, 
partners and refreshments provided.   
 
 
Margaret Bishop 01285 713747 
mbishop1@timetalk.co.uk  
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Chess 

Do you know how to play chess?  If not, have you ever 
thought about learning?  Why not join us and give it a try?   
 
We play for fun and don’t take it too seriously whether we 
win or lose and it is a good way to keep the grey matter 
ticking over.  
 

We meet once a month, usually on a Wednesday afternoon, start 
with a chat over tea and biscuits, and play for a maximum of about 
an hour-and-a-half.   
 
Please contact me if you are interested or would like more 
information.   
 
Mike Bennett  
01367 252379 or mish252379@btinternet.com  

Computer Group 

 

We meet every week on Tuesday mornings at my home where I 
aim to help members in the use of computers, the internet and 
more. If you are interested in joining, please contact me and you 
will be welcome.    
 
For those just starting, I have a desktop computer that is available 
for members to use, although it is helpful if you have a laptop to 
bring along.  
 
If you want to start using email, I can allocate you a personal email 
address for your sole use.     
 
Nick Humphris  
01285 711740 
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Creative Writing 

Fridays 1, 8, 15 and 29 April 
 
Creative Writing has started well but there is 
room for a few more members. 
 
We now meet at  10.30am—12.30pm Friday morning at each 
others’ houses. We enjoy our writings and the constructive 
criticism that comes with it.  
 
If anyone would like to join us please give me a ring. We shall be 
starting our new term on Friday, 1 April. 
 
Jo Stichbury  
01285 239152 

Cycling with a Pub Lunch 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 28 April 
 
There is a super cruise from just off the A40 down past the NT 
Lodge Park; it is about two miles long. No pedalling required. To 
get to the A40 there is a gentle pull up from Sherborne village, 
but that is more than compensated for by the descent glide down 
into Gt Barrington. We shall cycle via delightful country lanes in 
lovely sunshine in order to reach The Barringtons.  
 
Lunch and liquid refuelling will be taken at the very pleasant 
Sherborne Arms at Aldsworth. Home will be via Coln St Aldwyns, 
where we shall go our separate ways. Not sure how far it is, but it 
will be just right. Meet at Fairford car park at 10.30am, or The 
Swan at Southrop at 10.50am. 
 
Paul O'Shaughnessy 01367 850262 
paulatscissor@btinternet.com 

mailto:paulatscissor@btinternet.com
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French Conversation 
 

Intermediate 
 
 
 

We continue to fix our dates from one meeting to the next.  If you 
are interested in joining us, please contact me.  Our sessions are 
great fun! 
 
Rosemary Westlake  
01285 712329 
 

 

Advanced:  Every Monday  
We start by reading a couple of pages from a magazine published 
for groups like ours, and then discuss matters arising from that, 
and anything else that takes our fancy! This is done in two small 
groups of generally not more than six people.  New members are 
always welcome!  
 
Barbara Cartwright 
07989 353726 

Dance to Five Rhythms  
 

Wednesday 20 April 
 
We dance regularly at the Palmer Hall on the third Wednesday of 
the month, at 10.00am.  New members welcome.  Come and 
move to the music! 
 
Gillian Bilbrough: 01285 712579 
Joyce Deane:  01285 851408 

Family History 
 

 
Wednesday 20 April 
 
We shall meet at Alison's house when we shall continue 
researching one of our newer member's family trees. Please 
contact me or Alison (01285 711768) if you are unable to come. 
 
Miriam Scott 
01285 713441  
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Geology 

 
For details of this month’s meeting please contact: 
 
Clive Watson          
01285 713003  

Industrial Heritage 
 
For details of this month’s activities,  please contact:  
 
Pete Evans 01285 713069 
pete.whooper@hotmail.co.uk  

Italian for Beginners 
 

We meet on Monday afternoons at my home.  At present we are 
focussing on ‘holiday Italian’. 
 
For details contact:   Bea Bostock:  01285 750456 

Keep Fit 

Tuesdays 
 
We meet in the Palmer Hall on Tuesday each week at 9.15am.  
At present the group is almost full. 
 
Chris Pooley 
01367 250346  

Garden Group 
 
Thursday 28 April 
 
Visit to North Cerney House.  Leave Fairford car park at 2pm. 
 
Geoff and Beth Dennis 
01285 712195 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=french+clipart+free&view=detailv2&&id=690B44AA8BBD6A981681FC8818413FF3771AD552&selectedIndex=11&ccid=2sNfezDo&simid=607991826134140387&thid=OIP.Mdac35f7b30e80f38068fd017b0ad81e8H0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=keep+fit+clipart+free&view=detailv2&&id=FD85B4CA9438CCB2651AB90632C1554A6D8BC28E&selectedIndex=20&ccid=yVXshV3l&simid=608033388537580893&thid=OIP.Mc955ec855de54061daa26190f5b7140dH0
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Music Listening 

 
Friday 15 April 
 
We meet at Rosemary and Ian Westlake’s home at 2.30pm and 
members are asked to bring Music to Welcome Spring. 
 
John and Joyce Dear 
01285 238537  

Latin 
 

Thursdays 7 April, 5 May 
 
The group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 2.30pm at 
my house. Please contact me if you are unable to come.  
  
Susan Greig  
01285 810274 

Mah Jong 
 
Thursdays 7, 21 April 
 
 
The Mah Jong Group normally meets from 10.00am to noon in the 
Barker room at Fairford Community Centre on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. There will be no meeting on 5 May as it is 
a Polling Day. 
  
 
Mah Jong is an easy, friendly and enjoyable game. New members 
will be most welcome whether beginners, improvers or lapsed 
players.  
 
If you would like more information please contact: 
 
 
Alan & Linda Eagle 
01285 712515 
alane2004@btinternet.com 
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Model Group 

 
In addition to Thursday mornings, the Model Group would 
like to invite all members to an open coffee morning on 
Thursday 28 April from 10.30am at the Scout Hut, Horcott 
Lake.  The model men will have a few boats on the water for 
members to try their hand at controlling. 
 
The Scout hut is about 200m on the right down Totterdown 
Lane, Fairford—through the iron gate to a fishing lake. 
 
Jim Sullivan 
01367 252539 

Needlework 

Wednesdays 6 and 20 April 
 
We meet at the Fairford Community Centre from 2.00pm to 
4.00pm.  This group brings together many different skills under the 
heading of Needlework; we are a friendly group and enjoy our 
sessions. 
 
If  you would like to know more, please contact 
 
Pauline Jones 
01285 851212 

Pétanque 
 

Please see separate entry under Group Reviews 

Photography 
Thursday 28 April 
 
The April meeting will be on Thursday 28 in the Barker Room at 
the Community Centre at 2pm.  Anyone interested will be welcome 
- for more information please contact me  
 
Gordon Hartgordonhart43@gmail.com 
or Tel No 01285 238641 or mobile 07774 416787  

mailto:gordonhart43@gmail.com
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Tuesday 19 April         
We shall meet as usual at my house at 2.30pm when Val will 
present some postcards associated with family history. The 
anagram challenge this month is the names of insects. 
 
John Higgs 
01285 712488 

Poetry Circle 1 

Fridays 1 April, 6 May 
 
The group usually meet on the first Friday of the month at 2.30pm 
when we read and enjoy poetry and verse of all kinds.  Anyone 
interested in joining us would be most welcome. 
 
Barbara Cottam:  01285 711054 

Poetry Circle 2 

Fridays  1 April, 6 May 
 
This month we meet at Denny’s (01285 711009) when our poetic 
theme will be Sonnets.  Then in May we shall be at Maureen’s 
(01285 711362) to look at some of the poetry of William 
Wordsworth. 
 
Please let me know if you are unable to come. 
 
Barbara Cobbett:  01285 712692 

Philosophy 
 

For details of our next meeting, please contact  
 
Dan Deane: 01285 851408 
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Quilting 
 

Wednesday 6 April 
 
This group meets on the first Wednesday of the month from 12.30 
to 2.00pm in the Barker Room of the Community Centre. 
 
New members welcome.  Please phone for more information. 
 
Jan Mills 
01285 850384 

Rummikub 
 

Thursday 14 April 
 
The group meets on the second Thursday of each month at our 
house in Lechlade from 2.00pm to 4.30pm for some friendly games 
of Rummikub.   
 
For further information or explanation please refer to the Fairford 
U3A website or telephone me. 
 
 
Mary Bennett 
01367 253287 

 
 
 
 
Thursday 7 April 
 
The next session will be on Thursday 7 April 2.30pm - 4.30pm in 
Fairford Community Centre. We shall not play again  until October. 
 
Kathleen Price 
01285 712417 
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Short Tennis 

Mondays 
 
This group meets in the Palmer Hall every Monday, between 
3.00pm and 5.00pm.  As we have only one court, we often cannot 
accommodate any new players, so if interested please speak to me 
first. 
 
Margaret Trickett   01285 712421 

Recorders 

Friday 15 and 29 April 
 
We start with anyone who would like to play the treble (from 
2.00pm to 2.30pm) followed by the main group at 2.30pm to finish 
at 4.30pm, with a break for tea.   We will be in the Heritage Room 
on the ground floor of the Fairford Community Centre and will let 
you know if we have to use another room. As usual, we will be 
playing a varied selection of music arranged for Descant, Treble, 
Tenor and Bass with the addition of Great and Contra basses in the 
occasional piece. 
  
If there are any more recorder players (no matter how rusty) who 
would like to join a friendly, non-judgemental group you would be 
very welcome - please contact:  
 
Hilary Bradshaw  
01367 860030:  email hilary@burytown15.co.uk  
 
Jay Mathews  
01367 860869: email jaymathews124@mac.com  
 
We have some spare instruments and stands; please ask if you 
would like to borrow one.  

Spanish 

Tuesdays 12 and 26 April 
 

We are a continuation group now, reading selected articles and 
commenting on what we have read.  Meetings are at my home 
from 11.00am to 12 noon. 
 
Frank Hall 
01285 712583; fkhall@talktalk.net  

 

Solos 
Monday 4 April 
 
Next meeting will be at Valerie's April 4th at 2.30pm. 
 
Michael Johnson:  01285 712637    
e-mail sanaelma@yahoo.co.uk   
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Strollers   
 
Friday 29 April  - NB change of date 
 
This walk starts at The Plough Inn, Stratton, taking the footpaths 
into Cirencester Park then returning down Cecily Hill, and the 
footpath over the river back to Stratton.  Meet at Fairford car park 
at 9.45am or at the Plough at 10.05am.  We will order lunch 
before leaving.  Passenger fee £1. 
 
Walk leaders:   
Judith Butler  01285712600 & Jenny Kinch 01367 252328 

Striders 
Tuesday 26 April 
 
The Striders walk is another old favourite, starting at the Catherine 
Wheel in Arlington/Bibury. The 6 mile walk starts by going downhill 
towards the Swan Hotel, takes the path towards Arlington Row, 
crosses the river and goes uphill out of the village. The walk goes 
past Hale Barn to the Salt Way, then NW past Salt Way barn and 
Oldwalls Farm. From there it is downhill, along the classic Cotswold 
valley towards Potlickers Lane and across the River Coln at 
Ablington, before returning to Arlington.  
 
Meet at Fairford car park at 9.30am or at the Catherine Wheel at 
9.50am to order lunch before setting out on the walk. Suggested 
passenger contribution is just £1.  Please let me know if you intend 
to join us on the walk so that I can give numbers to the Catherine 
Wheel at lunchtime on 25th - and if you intend to go directly to the 
walk start point. 
 
John Burrows:  Tel: 01367 253056:  john@burrows44.plus.com 
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Table Tennis 1 & 2 

Wednesdays and Fridays 
 
Our group has grown to the extent that we have chosen to run an 
additional session.  So you can now come along on Wednesday 
from 2.30pm and Friday (new session) from 10.00am. 
 
Sessions are held in the Keble Room in the Fairford Community 
Centre. 
 
Players of all abilities are welcome. 
 
Wednesday Group Leader:   Friday Group Leader: 
Nick Stroude     Barry Aylett-Warner 
01608 238715     01367 253788 

Yoga  

Mondays 
 

The Yoga group meets weekly on Mondays at 
the Community Centre at 10.00am.  I am sorry 
there is still a waiting list. 
 

Sylvia Jones 
01285 712657 

Traditional Jazz 
          
Thursday 7 April 
 
The group meets on the second Thursday of each month at our 
house from 2.00pm to 4.30 pm to listen to recordings of Jazz from 
New Orleans, Chicago and Europe in the Traditional style. 
All U3A members are welcome. 
 
The group will not meet in June. 
 
Ian Bennett 
01367 253287 
ianbbennett51@gmail.com 

 

 

Walking with a Pub Lunch 
 
Wednesday 13 April 
 

We shall be starting from the Crown of Crucis 
car park in Ampney Crucis. Post Code GL7 5RS. 
 
Meet at Fairford car park at 9.45am or 10.00am 

at the Crown. The Crown will be open for taking lunch orders; 
please see the menus in the bar. The walk will be approximately 
4.5 miles and passes through The Harnhill Centre en route to 
Driffield and then back across the fields to Ampney St Peter, 
before returning to the Crown.  
 
There are several gates and stiles on the route and some areas 
(at the time of writing) are muddy, so boots are recommended. 
There are some short stretches of road walking. 
 
The walk leaders are Jean and Doug Crowley: 01285 711775 
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Book Circle 1  
 
The Infinite Plan by Isabel Allende 
 
Probably best known for her book entitled The House of Spirits  
this is Isabel Allende’s fourth book. The main character, Gregory 
Reeves, tells of his experience alongside an unknown narrator who 
adds to the story. Over fifty years Gregory explains what has 
happened to him and the people he has met. His parents are 
eccentric and travel around America with their two children, a 
family friend, Olga, and an assortment of possessions in a vehicle 
that finally breaks down in the barrio in Los Angeles. Gregory finds 
himself growing up surrounded by poor Spanish/Mexican families 
within a close community that has its own rules and cultural mores. 
Gregory’s father dies and his mother retreats into herself. Olga, 
who has talents as midwife, fortune teller, and wise woman 
providing herbal remedies for all who ask for her help becomes a 
mentor to Gregory. He learns to survive the barrio and goes to 
university with a plan to become a lawyer and get rich. His 
personal life is not a success and gradually he becomes 
disenchanted with his original life goals. His previous Vietnam war 
experiences and his failed marriages lead him to seek support 
through psychotherapy. Despite the challenge of confronting his 
past life Gregory does benefit from therapy and finds happiness. 
 
There was a mixed reception to this book. Some were sympathetic 
to Gregory and his complex life. A couple of people found him an 
irritating character and did not finish the book. We did have an 
interesting discussion about the characters and their antics within 
the story. One thing we did agree on was the quality of the writing 
and the stimulation of reading about people’s living in unfamiliar 
communities. 
 
Helen Evans 

GROUP REVIEWS 
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Industrial Heritage 
 

February saw members meeting at the Community Centre for one 
of our 'Bring and Tell' sessions.  
 
Old items of interest are presented and the owner gives us a 
potted history of the object, some of which have tenuous links to 
industrial heritage but it does generate lively and interesting 
conversation.  
 
At this event we were introduced to such various items as an 
armour piercing shell, a rubber teat from a baby's feeding bottle 
and an undercarriage position indicator from WW2 bomber. 
 
Pete Evans 

Book Circle 2 
 
 
This month we discussed Ours are the Streets by Sanjeev Sahota. 
It describes how a young Muslim, growing up in Sheffield, became 
a jihadist and planned to blow himself up in the Meadowhall 
shopping centre on a busy Sunday afternoon. Although it was a 
trip to Pakistan which completed his 'radicalization', seeds of his 
rebellion can be seen in his disgust at the way white people 
behave in Sheffield and the embarrassment he feels both for and 
about his father. 
 
All the group felt this book had been worth reading and it 
provoked thoughtful discussion. Reactions to the writing were 
varied. Some found it moving, or very moving, others did not; 
some sad, very sad, or confusing. As the grandmother of a first-
year student at Sheffield University I was surprised to find that, by 
the end of the book, I was almost wanting the young man to 
succeed, so powerfully had I been involved. 
 
Miriam Scott 
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Family History 
 

In February ten members of the group watched Find My Past's 
'Top Tips' presentation at the meeting in February. Although it 
was fairly basic everyone learned at least one interesting fact that 
they didn't know. Then there was general discussion about the 
group's plans for the next few meetings. It was decided to go 
back to basics and learn or remind ourselves about each kind of 
record e.g. Parish Records, Burial Records etc. We are also going 
to help members with their individual enquiries. 
 
In March as a group exercise we researched one of our newer 
member’s family tree, using www.ancestry.co.uk. We started off 
with the basic information that we knew about the birth of Mildred 
Jane and found the birth record which linked to the census returns 
and we were able to track the siblings, grandparents and great 
grandparents. We had great fun conjecturing about possible 
family scenarios (they were usually proved wrong). One of the 
siblings was always called 'Roy' and it turned out his name was 
Frederick Gilroy which was the reason he had been hard to trace 
previously. It was a ‘well to do’ family and we also envied the 
number of servants! 
 
It proved a useful and enjoyable exercise for us all and one with 
which we shall continue next month. 
 
Alison Hobson 

Pétanque News 
 
The Pétanque's pre-season meeting welcomed several new 
members to the group. As the Wednesday session is full we shall 
be running a second group on a Tuesday morning, beginning on 
April 5 at 9.45am for a 10.00am start. 
 
The subscription this year will be £1.00 for the season due to the 
fact that maintenance will now be minimal.  Several social 
activities were discussed and these will be organised throughout 
the season, with our own Melee and picnic taking place in August. 
 
A local U3A league has been proposed by Andrew Lloyd and 
several members were interested in joining this. 
 
A coaching morning was requested and this will be arranged in 
due course.    

Continued ... 
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Philosophy 

 
 
 
We continued with our discussion about ‘Freedom’, from the 
previous meeting. Manus had prepared some further thoughts, 
considering objective and historical knowledge. Rational cognition 
is objective when it has been drawn by the individual from the 
sources of reason, ie from principles.  
 
This is the only way that criticism or rejection of what has  
already been learnt can be formed in the mind. A background of 
knowledge, without other input, e.g. sense and experience, only 
gives limited information to enable a choice to be made. We can 
form judgments from our senses which then can be used in the 
cognitive process.  

Continued ... 

Petanque News (continued) 
 
The meeting ended with a discussion about the purchase of team 
clothing i.e. polo shirt/t-shirt/sweatshirts. A local firm will 
embroider the U3A logo for us at no extra charge and is offering a 
generous discount. As several members are away at present the 
final decision on colour etc. will be decided at a later date. 
Whatever is chosen, it will not be an essential 'must have' for the 
Pétanque players. The choice will be up to each member. 
The first game of the season for the Wednesday group will be on 
April 6, at 9.45am for 10.00am start and we are looking forward to 
meeting up with all of the group once again and sunny weather! 
 
Calendar: 
 
Tuesday 5 April - Pétanque (2) welcomes new members 
(continuing weekly until the Autumn) 
 
Wednesday 6 April - Pétanque (1) (full)  
(continuing weekly until the Autumn) 

 

Both these groups play at Farmor’s school, Leafield Road entrance. 

Dave and Heather Baber:  01285 711343 
h.baber641btinternet.com 



 

 

Anglo-Saxon Poetry 
 
 
The third meeting of this group saw us delving into secular poetry. 
The Wife’s Lament tells us of a woman who has come to this 
country to marry, despite the disapproval of her husband’s 
kinsmen. Her husband is then exiled due to committing an 
unspecified crime. She has been banished to a solitary life living in 
an earth cave. In The Husband’s Message the speaker is a wooden 
staff, or rune-stave, on which a message from an exiled husband 
to his wife has been carved. The rune-stave tells how it grew as a 
sapling beside the sea, until men carved messages onto it and it 
was sent across the seas to ’transmit their thoughts across the 
salty streams'. The rune-stave tells how the husband was forced 
to flee because of a feud but now has wealth and power in a new 
land. He implores his wife to set sail and join him. 
 
Both these poems deal with exile and show how strongly the sea 
featured in Anglo-Saxon life. The description of ‘well fashioned 
rings’ and 'burnished gold’ in The Husband’s Message led us in a 
natural way to looking at photographs of Anglo-Saxon jewellery 
and other objects found in Lechlade and exhibited in Corinium 
Museum. As usual we finished the meeting by listening to Seamus 
Heaney reading his verse translation of Beowulf. 
 
Iris Lewis 
077870 68828 
iris.lewis@btinternet.com 

Philosophy (continued) 
 
Having gathered all available information including subjective 
interpretations one arrives at a system taking in all inputs which 
then can be rationally assessed. From this one has the freedom to 
make a choice of action or not. 
 
Francis quoted parts of FDR's speech regarding the four 
‘Freedoms’, which included speech and religion. As was pointed out 
some people on the edge of society have very few options beyond 
trying to survive.  We talked about the excessive use of freedom at 
the expense of others and the restraints that can be placed by 
culture, religion and environment. 
 
Dan Deane 
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Poetry Circle 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our subject for March, 'Kings and Queens', provided us with poetry 
in a wide variety of styles. 
 
 
We listened first to Queen Herod by the Poet Laureate, Carol Ann 
Duffy - a virtuoso piece from her collection The World's Wife 
describing the visit of three queens coming from the East to see 
the infant daughter of Herod. This poem intrigued everyone - we 
listened to it a second time later, beautifully read on CD. 
 
Ian's subject for three short, light-hearted poems, was our present 
Queen. The Queen comes to Luton by John Hegley first, then A 
History of my Hats and a Visit from the Hairdresser, both by 
teenage girls, sharply observed as well as entertaining. 
 
More familiar choices were made by Barbara - the beautiful Queen 
Mab speech from Romeo and Juliet - and Kay, who brought us a 
reminder of childhood with a A.A.Milne's The King's Breakfast— 
hard not to join in the reading! 
 
Ann's choice of The King of Sweden by Wordsworth sent us later 
to Google for a little historical research! Celia read Charles 
Causley's A Ballad for Katharine of Aragon, taking us to the icy 
Fens and Peterborough cathedral, where she is buried. Ken chose 
a piece by William Cowper, Verses said to be written by Alexander 
Selkirk, who was shown, Ken felt, as 'monarch of all he surveyed'. 
Since our current monarch will celebrate a special birthday later 
this month, it seems appropriate to conclude by sending loyal 
greetings. Happy 90th Birthday Ma'am! 
 

Barbara Cottam 



 

 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our March meeting started with John taking us on a postcard tour 
through his childhood stamping ground of the locks along the 
navigable River Lea.  
 
The river rises in Bedfordshire, flows through Hertfordshire and 
joins the tidal section of the River Thames at Bow Creek. The 
navigable section is from Bow to the town of Hertford and has 
nineteen locks numbered from one to twenty (lock 18 at Homerton 
was very shallow and, with fresh dredging of the river, was 
eliminated in 1855). 
 
Originally it was opened up to distribute the farm produce from 
South Hertfordshire and to bring in other materials such as coal. It 
also served a gunpowder factory at Waltham Abbey, the finished 
powder being taken away in special barges built entirely of wood 
with no metal used on them at all to lessen the likelihood of 
sparks. 
 
Our anagrams related to sweets – not puddings, but confectionery. 
Here they are – answers below! 
 
MSUUBHG, AEIMRNSTS, BELSUYELS, PRGOMDU, PESSANLG, 
GAYLAX, HNWOLETU, BOOBNN, ABDDIP 
 
Don Cobbett 

 
Answers: HUMBUGS, SMARTIES, BULLSEYES, 
GUMDROP,SPANGLES, GALAXY, WHOLE NUT, BONBON, DIPDAB 

 

 

Solos 
 
A wonderful lunch was enjoyed by 18 members of the Solo group 
for our 4th anniversary in February.  

We started off four years ago with approximately 7 people and our 
very first outing was to Eastleach where we saw all the lovely 
daffodils, then on to The Victoria Inn there.  Since that outing we 
have eaten meals all over the place; some we have enjoyed and 
some we haven’t!  

Our anniversary meal at the Colosseo was really wonderful; 
everyone was full of praise for how they managed to produce so 
many meals keeping them all hot. The service as always was done 
with much laughter and nothing was too much trouble. Well done 
to Zeuss, Giuseppe, and we must not forget the kitchen staff! 

Thanks were given to Mike and Heather for all their hard work with 
all the paper work; thanks were also given to the ‘Old Dear’ who 
tries to keep them all in order. Ha Ha!   

Long may we carry on! 

Heather Holwell 

 Strollers, Friday 26 February 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Although the walk was amended due to the flooded water 
meadows, on a bright morning twelve walkers set  
off to enjoy a much needed winter walk, including  
the outskirts of Hatherop, Quenington and Coln finishing  
at the New Inn, Coln St Aldwyn, for a very pleasant lunch. 
 
Ann Wightman 
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    COTSWOLD  LINK 

www. u3asites.org.uk/cotswold-link 
Secretary:   Ann Williams, 7 Lloyd Baker Court, Cornfield 

Drive, Hardwicke, Gloucester, GL2 4TN 
Telephone 01452 723901       Email:  AWll510@aol.com 

Language Study DayLanguage Study DayLanguage Study Day   
Saturday, 7 May 2016 

Prince Henry’s School, Victoria Avenue, Evesham, 
WR11 4QH 

And finally: 
 
As mentioned earlier in the Newsletter, Cotswold 
Link are running a Language Study Day—please find 
the details below. 
 
You can fill this form in (reproduced on the next 
page) or if you don’t want to spoil your copy of the 
Newsletter, ask for details and a form from the 
organisers (their contact details are noted 
underneath) or simply download it from their 
website. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ENTRY FORMENTRY FORM 

 
Herewith an Entry Form for the Language Study Day taking place on  

Saturday, 7 May.   We plan to cover German, French, Italian, Span-
ish, Latin, Russian and Classical Greek. 

10.00am     The day will start with registration and coffee/tea fol-
lowed                  by welcome and introduction. 
11.15 - 12.45  Workshops take place until 
1.00 – 2.30  Lunch will be served.   
2.30pm  The afternoon will be taken up with language based 
presentations and a synopsis of the day will precedelosure at 4.00pm. 

 I / We would like to attend the Language Study Day on Saturday, 
 7 May 2016 : 
Contact Details for each Attendee (please put names on a separate 
sheet if necessary) 

Full Name(s)ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Telephone No(s) ééééééééééééééééééééééé
  

Email address(es) éééééééééééééééééééééé. 

Member(s) of éééééééééééééééééééééé..U3A 

Please tell us in which Language you are interested and indicate your 
knowledge of the language, ie Advanced, Intermediate or Beginner.   
(Please give us a second choice of language in case your first choice 
group is full.) 

First Choice Language éééééééééééééé..                   
Knowledge ééééééééééééééé 

Second Choice Language ééééééééééééé.                   
Knowledge ééééééééééééééé 

The cost of Ã15.00 for Cotswold Link members, Ã17.00 for non-Link 
members includes participation in the full programme, free car parking, 
coffee/tea on arrival and lunch.  Deadline for receiving entry forms is  

Monday, 18 April. 
Please return completed forms to  Auriol Ainsley, 38 Allesborough 
Drive, Pershore, WR10 1JH 

Number of places required éééééé. 

I enclose a cheque for Ã.................made payable to Cotswold Link 

Signed : 

mailto:AWll510@aol.com

